The Cornpicker

Bulletin of Fairbury, IL Rotary Club
"SOW THE SEEDS OF LOVE"

fairburyrotary.com
President................ Jon Bachtold
Pres Elect.............. Jeff Schweizer
VicePresident...........
Sec/Treas............... Leroy McPherson Editor. . .Leroy McPherson
DATE/TIME/
PLACE: January 28, 2003 12:00 Noon at McDonald's

ATTENDANCE: 24 plusMichael Burke

E. Béllot, T. Casson, R. Coady, R. Davis, K. Erngt, G. Huston, D. Kinate, D. Moser,

MISSING:
J. Paternoster, M. Petersen, P. Pogue, M. Prost, K. Stewart, J. Strong, J. Tollensdorf

SING-A-LONG: When The Saints Go Marching In - Wait Till The Sun ShinesNellie

LOTTO: J. Roberts - Bud Gerber

ACTION ON THE AVENUES

CLUB SERVICE: QUIPS AND QUOTES:

rograms Lt us keep our mouths shut and our pens
02/04 SteveWeek 02/18 Rod St !
0211 BilOrth 0225 Kinwin Sewart dl‘y unil we know the facts,

Anton J. Carlson, Educator

Member ship: Al hings at first appear diffialt,

Si reported Lucille Moser fell today and may have broken

ChineseProverb

her ankle.
AREA ROTARY CLUB MEETINGS
Bloomington 12:00Noon  Thursday ElksClub
i) GibsonCity 6:15p.m. Wednesday Bayern Stube

\ Gilman 6:05p.m. Tuesday GilmanLounge
Lincoln 11:50am. Wednesday ElksCountry Club
Normal 12:00Noon  Wednesday Bone Student Center
Piper City 6:15p.m. Monday AzzlzzTavern
Pontiac 12:00Noon  Tuesday Mary'sFamily Rest.

The World's Online Marketplace ™ I\
Bring your itemsin!

To check out ebay go to ebay.com and search. F a.i I bu ryr Otar y com




Livingston County Coroner
Michael P. Burke

Mike thought we are adaring group having him at Rotary for the second time. He promised no pictures,
or gory stories. Thisoffice hasalong history dating back to 1838. Mike was the Deputy Coroner when
Roger Duffy was Coroner until 1991 when hetook over for Roger. Hewas appointed April 1. The paper
asked him to write a Christmas safety article. The name was "My Mama Didn't Raise A Fool". Heis
beginning to wonder about that one. He servesin adua position of handling deaths and being in law
enforcement. Heistheonly oneinthecounty that can arrest the Sheriff. When DonWall passed away, Mike
had to serve as Sheriff for 45 days. The Coroner isan elected position. He hasa half-time Chief Deputy,
full time Admin. Asst. and 7 Deputy Coroners. In Fairbury, he has Julie Runyon who isalso an R.N. and
volunteer for S.E.L.C.A.S. Coronersinvestigate suspiciousor unusual or unnatural deaths-i.e. homicides,
suicides, accidents, death by natural causes, inmate deaths, deaths caused by diseases that may be public
health threats, deaths of persons whose bodies are to be cremated, deaths of personsthat are the result of
sometypeof trauma, and death of person without benefit of aphysician. Mechanical traumawould belike
thegrainelevator deathawhileback of aninspector. Inhypothermiacasesor freezing, they must warmthem
up. "Youarenotdead until youarewarmanddead." "Wedeal withfamily!" Thisisoneof thehardest things
they do. It getsreally involved. Most of thetimethey will go with an officer or Clergy person or both, so
the person will recognize some authority. There are some after care organizations like the survivors of
suicidegroup. Theywill neverlietothefamily. Itisvery importanttotell thetruth. Inmost non-complicated
casesitwill takeupto 75 hoursof staff timeto complete. Inacomplicated oneit hasranged upto 175 hours.
The Coroner isthe custodian of property. Itisunbelievablewhat peoplewill travel with and what people
will steal if they can at an accident. Itisvery important to treat every family asyouwould like your family
to be treated.

BITS & PIECES

A mixture of horse sense and common sense about working with people.

Horace opted for action. He joined Y outh Crime Watch of
America(Y CWA) and hel ped to establishtheprogramin his
school. AsaY CWA member, hereceived training in crime
preventionand conflict resolution - excellinginitashehadin
every other class. So now, whenever trouble brews among
students, Horaceiscalledintoresolvetheproblem - beforeit
escalates into something more serious. And his mediation
skillsdon't stop there: Horacefollowsupwith hisclassmates
later to make sure things are continuing to go well.

One minute, Horace Polite-
Cobb was ahigh school hon-
ors student laughing with
friendsoutsideof school. The
next minute, he was an eye-
witness to the murder of a
classmate- gunneddownina
senselessdispute. Grief coun-
selors were called in to help
thestudentscopewiththetrag-
edy, but for Horace, it was a

For Horace, Y CWA wastheonly thing that gavehimthehope

futileattempt. To him, good grades and abright futurewere
now of little consequencein aworld overcome by violence.

But rather than remain disheartened by the turn of events,

tomoveforward after hisfriend waskilled. Hisnext goa: to
get the program into every school in the U.S. Horace says,
"There'salwaysalifeout therethat needsour help. That'swhy

we have to stay with it, no matter what."
Adapted from Teens with the Courage to Give



